
Writing Theory Papers

The Key to Getting Your 
Papers Approved
By Robin Booth, ACPE Supervisor 



Theory Papers

É Read the 
Certification 
Manual

É Know what the 
Readers are 
looking for

É Give the Readers 
what they are 
looking for

É Answer the 
questions



Theory Papers

ÉPapers should be professionally 
written

ïThis means that grammar, syntax, 
spelling should all be graduate level 
work. 

ïUse an editor if you do not write well

ïHave a number of people proof read 
your papers before submitting them. 

ïDO NOT PLAGERIZE!!!



Theory Papers

ÉFollow directions
ÉFive pages

ÉStandard 1 inch margins

ÉFont size 12 points/ Times New Roman

ÉDocument with footnotes for materials cited 
directly or paraphrased

ÉUse page numbers



Theory Papers

ÉOne page preface stating main thesis 
of each paper; state congruence of 
the three positions clearly and 
concisely

ÉOne page personal introduction
ÉShould include faith group

ÉGender

ÉSocial location

ÉOther pertinent information that relates you 
to your positions



Theory Paper

ÉReaders are looking for:
ÉIntegration of theories with your history

ÉEvidence of knowledge

ÉDo you know the concepts of the theory?

ÉHave you used significant primary resources?

ÉAre you able to apply concepts to the practice 
of supervision?


