Writing Theory Papers

The Key to Getting Your
Papers Approved

By RoebIN Booth, ACPE SUPERVISOL:
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Theory Papers

¢ Papers should be professionally
written

— [This means that grammar, syntax,
spelling should all'be graduate level
WOrK.

—Use an editor i you dornet write well

—Have a nuUmBbEr off pPEOPIE PrOoT FEad
VOUR PAPErS BEfOre sUbmitting them:

= DO OIF PIEAGERIZIEIN



Theory Papers

¢ Follow directions

¢ Five pages

o Standard 1 Inch margins

o Font size 12 points/ limes New Roman

¢ Document with feothoetes fer materials cited
directly or parapnrased

¢ USe pade nUmpners




Theory Papers

¢ One page preface stating main thesis
of each paper; state congruence of
the three positions clearly and
COncIsely.

¢ One PAgE personal Intreduction
¢ Shouldiinclude faithr group
» GEnder
s Socialflecation

» Other pertinent Infermation: that relatestyou
OV OUF POSILIGNS



Theory Paper

¢ Readers are looking for:
¢ Integration of theories with your history
¢ Evidence of  knowledge

v Do your knew: the concepts off the theory?

v Fave you used significant primary. FESOUKCES?:

OIFSUPERVISION




Theory Papers

¢ Readers are looking for:

o \Who are the theorist/theologian the writer is
using

& Does the writer show evidence of familiarity,
with relevant literature

Are these current theorist? Iff noet, Why:?

Ean these theories be applied to) CRE
SUPERVISION?

Are the theoriesfcompatibleswithrfone another?



Theory Papers

¢ Readers are looking for:

¢ [T you have answered the guestions in the
certification manual and the grid

¢ Mlake use off both the manual and the grid

¢ [P you are artictlatingr the S Wihy: < of;
SUPERVISION FathEr thian SheW:=



Theory Papers

¢ Have a central theorist or two. Too
many. theorist will present like a
boeok report, avoid this.

¢ Know the theorist and the
school/group tor which ((s)he belongs.

» Know: the major ConcepPLs of this
theory, theroughly: and demonstrate
VoUr kKnowledge of this theorys:



Theory Papers

¢ Critical Purchase: One of the major
stumbling blocks: Ask yourself the

following guestions:

— What do you/they foreground or focus on?  What do
you/they value? What is not focused on, maybe even
overlooked? How could/dees: your heightened
awareness of “X“ impact your SUpErVISIon?

— \What do you/they assume?
— \Where are your/their limits?

— \What happenRs o WhERE Ao youU go: WhER Vou meet
“theredges o your theory & the limitsiin yourselr
YOU students; Vour SUPERVISORY: Practice?s

~Erom Banbara Briimleve siresearch o Certification Commission;, 2010



Theology Paper

¢ Focus Is on one’s understanding of
God and how this understanding
Impact the manner in Which ene
iunctions as a CPE Supervisor

¢ [Ihis  concept off God should be
consistent Withrone's religious
tradition, Itsf teachings and practices



Theology Paper

¢ [his paper should address:

& One’'s understanding off God/Divine
¢ Characteristics off God

o How these characteristics Impact one's
SUPERVISION

¢ VN0 are PErsens: as creatlres off God?

¢ How: one s clltirall background Nas
INHIUERCEG Y oURURNCErStanding o God



Theology Paper

¢ [his paper should address:
¢ How one understands suffering, sin, illness
¢ How humankind relates to the Divine

¢ How! this concept of the Divine iImpact
AUMan relationsnips

+ \Who' are the theologians that speak: te: one's
Understanding of God/DIVine?

¢ How dees one make USe ofi these
thEBIegIaNS?

& KEV CONCEPLS and UndeErstanding) Off these
CONCEPLS



Theology Paper

¢ Remember to
— Represent the theologians accurately

—\WWhen you use a concept, give an
example off how: you use It in
SUPErVISIoN

— Do Vour concepts: flow: together? Are
they: congruent with one anoether?

—Artictlate the = Why: " Off SUPERVISION), NOL
the “hew ™ eff SUPERVISION

A\ hatisHyoeur chtical purchaSe O LIS
theologian



Personality Theory

¢ [he focus of this paper is one’s
understanding of how the personality.
IS formed and how one grows and
develops

¢ How does one’'s understanding of
personality’ Inform your SUPERVISORY,
assessment, goals, strategies and
INCERVERTLIONS?



Personality Theory

¢ Readers are looking for

¢ \Who are the theorists that inform one’s
understanding of personality?

¢ [[he writer’s understanding of the theorist
and a deep working knowledge of the theory

¢ One’'s understanding off tman nature
ROW persenality, develops

CONcepts and terms firom: the
CREGRY

theorist presentedracclrately.



Personality Theory

¢ [he Readers are looking for

¢ Do the central themes resonate. Does this paper flow
and do the concepts build upon each other

& Does the writer use various sources, primary. and
Secondary. SOUrCes

¢ Does the writer make use of relevant literature

o \What IS the WrIter's critical purchase off this theory.
What woerks and deesn t Work
What dees one dorWhen the theory: breaks down



Personality Theory

¢ [he Readers are looking for

¢ How does one make use of this theory: to
make assessments off the student's
readiness for learning

¢ IHow does this theory: inform: the goals for
the student

¢ IHoW dBES! thisI theory: Inform: the
SUPERVISOL'S INtERVENLIONS and! SUPERVISORY
alliance



Personality Theory

¢ [he Reader’s are looking for

¢ [s this theory congruent with the writer's
theology paper?

¢ IS this theory congruent with the writer's
educational theory?

¢ How does the writer's cultural background
Influence his/her understanding of
persenality, theory and development



Personality Theory

¢ [he Readers are looking for

¢ [he “whys™ not the “how's™ ofi the theory.

o \\WVhen one uses a key concept, follow it with
an example of Vour SUPERVISOrY: Practice

¢ Ihe paper has to flow, net be splicea
together

¢ DOES the Writer have masteny: of the
matenals



Educational Theory

¢ [he focus of this paper is how do people
learn — individually, dialegically: and in
groups

¢ [he writer's understanding of the clinical
method off learning as it relates te his/her
ChEeoR), off education

¢ HOW dOES GNE'S cultlrerniuence the
edlicational PreCESS?



Educational Theory

¢ [he Readers are looking for

o \What educational theory guides the writer in
nis/her understanding of how one learns

o \What are the key concepts of this theory?
Doees the writer have a good Working
knowledge of this theory?

¢ How doees this theory, assist the Writer in
Making assessments andiinter/entions With
the students?.

& HOW dOES thIS thERY assISt the WrHtER IR the
evalliation o StUGERNLS?



Educational Theory

¢ [he Readers are looking for

¢ One’s understanding of how an individual
learns

¢ One’'s understanding off how: an individual
learns in groups

» How one’'s theory, assist the supervisor te
filorm a SUPERVISOrY. alliance with the
student?

& IHOW GOESI ONE'S tHEORY, Make USE Off the
Various CompoORnENts off the CPE PrOCESS?.
@rientation) Verbatim seminar, IPR;
eVvallation PLRECESS



Educational Theory

¢ [he Readers are looking for

¢ Understanding of group theory — learning
within a group: setting

¢ Critical purchase ofi the theory.

¢ Coherent with: persenality, theory/ and
theoelogy

& A go0d WorKIng kKnowledgeroff the tREGKY,



Educational Theory

¢ Readers are looking for

o Defining key: concepts

¢ USing examples ol SUPERVISORY: practice

» Cllturaliinhuences/SINtegation of tHEHY
With persenneod




Theory Papers

¢ Read, think, evaluate and remember

V) OOKING oK
= [IhEese papers are not research Papers:

= [REY are papers which should reflect th
SUPERVISOFSIUNGErStanaing O Goed, PESS nal]'i:y
andilearning.




